Lymphoma in Rheumatoid Arthritis - Catastrophic Sequela of a Common Disease.
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a common rheumatological condition affecting the joints and has a wide range of extra-articular manifestations. A 69 year old male, known case of rheumatoid arthritis presented to our OPD with right lower limb redness and swelling, and left axillary lymph node swelling. Lymph node biopsy revealed a high grade diffuse large B-cell lymphoma with co-expression of c-myc and bcl-2 (double expressor). RA increases the risk of both Hodgkin's lymphoma (HL) and non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma (NHL). The association with diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) has been found to be particularly strong, however double expressor DLBCL is an extremely uncommon occurrence. High disease activity of rheumatoid arthritis is a major determinant in development of lymphomas.